	The Derbyshire Association of Sub Aqua Clubs                               

                                Invites you to the: 

                       49th Raft Event  

             26th December 2011 

 Matlock - Matlock Bath – Cromford Meadows.

    Sponsored By:

            Masson Mill, Cromford.

            Hostess Restaurant Mansfield.

            Matlock Bath Parish Council.

    Charity Beneficiaries are:

           R.N.L.I. Derbyshire Air Ambulance.

           St John Ambulance. Hyperbaric Unit.
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	                               Raft Event Rules

Start:  Any Team Raft wishing to enter with Company Sponsorship can do so; they can also display that company logo if they wish.

All Rafts should be on site and assembled at Cawdore Quarry (Sainsbury) before 9.45am for scrutinization.

The organisers recommend that all Rafts be at the car park before 9.30am. The quarry gates will be open from 7.00am.

The start time will be 10.00am for all Rafts – decorated or non-decorated.

Registration:  All participants must register their intent, to enter the event at the Registration Point.

They will be issued with a pack to cover the journey down the river. Included in the pack will be two specific identification numbers, which must be displayed on the Raft.

A charge of £12.00p per crewmember will be paid at the start gate Registration Point.  

Participants: All participants in the event must complete an application form, to register the number of crewmembers entering the river. This number must be displayed and checked off at the finish line making sure that no one is missing and that all are safely accounted for.

All crewmembers must make themselves aware of the Risk Assessment prepared by the DASAC organisers.

Enclosure:  Would all crews please note: No Raft will be allowed onto the river until they have been passed fit to do so by the Marshall’s at the enclosure entrance on the river bank.

Make sure you have your issued Raft Number displayed; no number no access.

Raft Leader:  A ‘nominated leader’ shall report to the event Marshall at the ‘Start’ and at the ‘Finish’ giving details of the number of crewmembers on the Raft.

In the event of a missing person the leader must raise the alarm to the nearest riverside marshal in order that a fully       co-ordinated search can be instigated. 

All ‘leaders’ must act as ‘on water co-ordinators’ in the event of any accident involving either Rafters or members of the general public falling into the water.

Crewmembers:  The minimum age is 16 years. Half of each Raft compliment should be members of a national accredited Diving Club or members of any other statutory organisation such as: Sailing, Canoeing, Boat, Sports, University/College, Pub or Social Club.

There is no limit on crew numbers on Rafts as long as they have been ‘Registered’.

All crewmembers must wear a ‘Wet, Semi-Dry or Dry Suit’ for protection against hypothermia, remember the river is extremely cold at this time of the year.

Buoyancy Aids, Head and Eye Protection are all strongly recommended as Ppe.

Missiles:  No missiles, especially eggs are to be thrown at all. The organisers are concerned that should any thing be thrown at the spectators, causing them to step backwards to avoid being hit, they could step into the path of a moving vehicle and become involved in a serious road accident.

Flour or water is acceptable to be thrown at other Rafts or Rafters on the water.        

No pyrotechnics (flares) are to be carried on the Rafts, as these can kill or seriously maim.

Recognition of Risks:  All crewmembers should recognise and accept that this event is by nature a ‘Risk Activity’ and will undertake to abide by the rules and instructions given by the Raft Event Officials.

You must take all appropriate steps to make sure that the safety of; yourself, your crew, other participants including the general public (spectators), will be respected at all times. 

Masson Weir:  It must be understood that this stretch of the river can be very dangerous. The organisers strongly recommend that all participants should inspect this part of the course prior to the start of the event.

The weir can be observed from the A6 at the Masson Mill site.

The Weir has a fall of some 30feet with water cascading over its full length. Those who do not wish to tackle this drop are advised to vacate the Raft, push it over the top and let it go down the Weir ‘un-manned’. 

The crew can safely go round by the bankside, enter the water and pick up their Raft.

Parking:  There is ample parking available at the ‘Start’. Please keep the main quarry road clear of parked vehicles. 

Be considerate to others, its common sense.

There is no parking on the grass at the ‘finish’ (Cromford Meadows).

Please take notice that the Pay & Display is in force on the day – ‘beware’

Practice:  There are no practice facilities available; access to the river is only given for the Boxing Day Event.

Raft Construction:  Rafts can be made of any materials. The only restrictions are oars or metal edged paddles. 

To keep the environment clean we do not allow polystyrene or granular material. We do not allow any Raft to be powered by any type of engine of any sort. All rafts must bear the Club name including the issued Registration Numbers. 

Wreckage:  All Raft wreckage must be removed from the river and the riverbank providing it is practicable and can be done safely. Do not abandon your creation at Cromford Meadows.

Failure to do so may well result in not being invited to take part in the future.

Judging:  Judging will take place at the ‘start’ and at the ‘finish’ of the course and will cease at 1.00pm. 

Note: The Rafts will be scoring points on their way down the river.

Points to bear in mind are: To qualify for any prizes your Raft must finish the course in a ‘reasonable condition’ when removed from the water.      

                               Explanatory Notes:  

The success of this event depends on the entrants following the guidelines and applying the rules laid down by the organisers; DASAC.

Try to take extra care when building your Raft, the more spectacular or outrageous your craft is, the more generous the spectators will be: all street donations go to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RLNI) which is the main reason for the event.

Your aim is to raise as much money as you can for this cause.

Please keep in mind at all times the following points:

Keep yourself as ‘Warm as you possibly can.

Beware the effects of ‘Hypothermia’ it can be extremely dangerous.

The effects of ‘Alcohol’ can play a major role in causing problems.

The organisers reserve the right to cancel this event and refuse admission if conditions on the river are considered hazardous.

These Rules have been drawn up by the organisers of the event (DASAC) and are strictly ‘not negotiable’ under any circumstances.

All participants entering the event will be subject to these rules and all are expected to obey them.

                               About DASAC

The Derbyshire Association of Sub Aqua Clubs represents Diving Clubs in and around Derbyshire.

It organises the Boxing Day Raft Event each year to raise monies for charities.

It has negotiated and controls diving access to fresh water sites in Derbyshire. 

The following Diving Clubs are sponsors of this event:

SAA: Alsac       Seahorse                              BSAC: Alfreton         Ashbourne      Ashfield      Long Eaton   Spondon   

          Saturn      NN Nautilus                                    Chapeltown    Burton            Fathom        Buxton          Nedsac         

          In-Depth  Iksac                                                Chesterfield    Derby             Glossop       Nottingham

          Matlock                                                            Headstream    Heanor            Mansfield    Rolls Royce        

                               About Prizes

Prizes will be presented at 2.00pm at:

The Fishponds Pub, Matlock Bath. (Opposite the Pavilion) for the most Imaginative, Best Decorated Raft.

Any prize not claimed on the day before 3.00pm can be collected from the event organisers.  

1st prize Cup & Plaque

2nd prize Plaque

3rd prize Plaque

The winners will keep their Plaques.

The Cup remains the property of Dasac and must be returned each year, it must be cleaned, engraved and ready for presentation at the Boxing Day Event.

                               About Money

The entire proceeds from the Street Collection are donated to the RLNI.

All monies raised from Company Sponsored Rafts with Company Logos go to RLNI.

We are proud of the fact that so far the proceeds from previous Raft Events have helped purchase two Lifeboats.

All monies taken at the gate are split three ways; and given to charities associated with diving related activities: 

Air Ambulance - St John Ambulance - Hyperbaric Unit.

All Raft Event expenses are deducted prior to the distribution of the monies to the selected charities.

Our web site will publish a selection of the day’s photographs for all to enjoy. www.dasac.co.uk 

Richard Middleton Chairman Dasac.                                                                                                           Ray Foster Treasurer Dasac.




